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A DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLE BY THE AUSTRIAN 
CHANCELLOR. In a recent radio address, Chancellor 
lius Raab expressed his concern about“the recurrence of 
serious world crises, brought about by states and political 
ystems whose disregard for the elementary human rights 
ves them to ruthless measures of repression against 
etaeite attempting to shake off terroristic regimes.’’ 
rawing attention to the situation across Austria’s borders, 
the Chancellor stressed the importance of the policy of 
military neutrality to which the nation is committed, and 
spoke of the mortal danger in which Austria had found 
erself should the present situation have seen Russian 
troops still in occupation of Lower Austria and Burgenland. 
\ddressing himself to the critics of his two-party admini- 
tration’s defense policy, he pointedly asked what would 
have happened if armed Hungarian contingents had crossed 
into Austrian territory and there had been no federal defense 
force to disarm them. Such military neutrality, however, 
‘‘does not restrain Austria from raising her voice on behalf 
f freedom and justice for all our European fellow citizens,’’ 
the Chancellor continued. ‘‘In doing what we believe to be 
ur duty, we have no ulterior designs.... Austria demands 
)thing from the world but to be aliowed to live in peace; if 
we ask the great and mighty to grant this our most cherished 
possession to others, too, we do so because our own ex- 
rience hastaught usto sympathize with their predicament. 
Therefore, neutral Austria demands of the powers concerned 
review their present position and to recognize, in the 
light of history, that suppression of freedom never benefits 
its initiators. The inherent right of peoples to be the makers 
\f their own destiny, the love of freedom with which each 
individual is imbued — these are elerentary forces that can 
perhaps be brutally repressed for some time, but which will 
never be eradicated from the consciousness of nations,’’ 
he Chancellor concluded. 


THE FOREIGN MINISTER'S STATEMENT UPON ARRIVAL 
IN NEW YORK. In a staterrent given upon his arrival in 
New York, Austrian Foreign Minister Leopold Fig] said: 


I am greatly pleased with Austria’s admission to the Uni- 
ted Nations, attained after a long time of waiting, and with 
her opportunity of participating inthe work of this organization. 

We firmly believe that Austria, though a small country, 
will be able to render a valuable contribution to the preserva- 
tion and stabilization ofinternational peace and tothe welfare 


(Continued on page 2) 


AUSTRIA ACCEPTS THE OBLIGATIONS OF UN-MEMBER.- 
SHIP. The following is the text of Foreign Minister Figl’s 
first address at the llth UN - General Assembly. For his 
second address, stating the principles of Austria’s foreign 
policy, turn to page 6 


Austrian 
Foreign 
Minister 
Leopold 
Figl ad 
dres sing 
the U.N, 
General 
Assembly. 





In my capacity of Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Federal 
Republic of Austria, I take particular pleasure in officially 
representing my country for the first time in the General 
Assembly of the United Nations. 

When the Austrian Government received notification in 
December 1955 that our request for admission to the United 
Nations, dating back to 1947, had been granted, sincere satis- 
faction was felt both by the government and the nation. Our 
attainment of membership in the United Nations signified the 
crowning of national achievements in the year 1955, heralding 
a new future to Austria. 

More than eleven years the Austrian people had waited for 
the fulfilment of the pledge of the big powers, given in the 
Moscow Declaration of October 30, 1943, to restore Austria’s 
independence and sovereignty. But the nation never lost 
courage or abondoned hope that justice would triumph in the 
end. Throughout this time of waiting, however, we have not 
been idle. We have reconstructed our country by the principles 
of democracy and established an administration on a democratic 
basis. We have ensured and observed freedom and dignity 
of man, and tried to heal the deep wounds inflicted on usby 
the war. We are fully aware that, without foreign moral and 
material aid, Austria may have not been able to succeed in her 
struggle for justice and freedom. At all times, the Austrian 
Federal Government as well as the Austrian people have 
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sincerely felt the desire to express their gratitude, particularly 
to the United Nations, for the support received during the past 
decade, and I greatly appreciate the opportunity of being in a 
se thanks. 


position today to voice th 

Having requested admission to the United Nations as early 
as 1947, Austria has invariably reaffirmed her readiness ever 
Since to accept and carry out the obligations contained in the 
Charter of the United Nations. 

Throughout the years, in which the prospect of admission 
to the United Nations seerred to lie in utter remoteness, Austria 
never abondoned her claim to membership. We knew that the 
day of admission would come, and therefore we did not resign 
to until this day. We 
Neither did we fail to 


goals of the United Nations and to 


ourselves standing aside engaged in 


activities in the Specialized Agencies 


enlighten our youth on the 


stress their importance to the preservation of international 
peace. The idea of the United Nations has always remained 
alive in Austria. As we have now assumed our place inthe 
great community of nations, we solemnly pledge to cooperate 
to the best of our abilities to help materialize these goals. 


We will not only take part conscientiously in the general work 
of the United Nations, will also offer our services 
whenever our special experience may be useful to t he world. 


but we 


Austria’s first participation in a General Assembly of the 


United Nations coincides with a moment of grave concern 
regarding the international situation. Will the United Nations 
justify the trust placed in this organization by millions of 


people? Will in particular the small nations, looking upon the 
United Nations as the sole guarantor and protector of their 
rights, receive the aid they expect and hope for? Events must 
not be permitted to develop into a situation creating a crisis 
of in the United its re- 
putation. Law and justice, not power and violence, must forn 
the of Only then, and this is our profound 
conviction, will mankind’s desire for peace on earth come true, 
and only then the United Nations may be said to have met the 
great tasks and obligations laid down in its Charter. 


confidence Nations and undermining 


maxims action. 


Figl’s Airport Statement (Continued from page 1) 


of mankind, particularly because of a geographical position 
that enhances her importance. Our membership in the United 
Nations will enable us to take an even more active part in the 
field of international cooperation. At the present moment when 
international peace appears imperiled, the United Nations is 
facing heavy tasks. We confidently trust, however, in this 
world-wide organization, and I believe it will be possible to 
master the present crisis and to preserve peace throughout the 


world. 


PRESIDENT EISENHOWER CONGRATULATED BY CHAN. 
CELLOR RAAB. On the occasion of his reelection, Presi- 
dent Eisenhower received a congratulatory message from 
Federal Chancellor Raab, who, on behalf of his government, 
conveyed the best wishes for continued success to the 
American President. 


AUSTRIA URGES AID FOR HUNGARY. At the second UN- 
Emergency Special Session dealing with the situation 
Hungary, Austria introduced a draft-resolution which was 
Subsequently adopted by a vote of 67 in favor, none agair 
and 8 abstentions. The resolution now reads as follows: 


The General Assembly, 
Considering the extreme suffering to which the Hun- 
garian people is subjected 
Urgently wishing effectively to eliminate this suffering, 
Convinced that humanitarian duties can be fulfilled most 
effectively through the international co-operation stipulated 
in Article 1, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the United Nations 
1. Resolves to undertake on a large scale immediate aid 
for the affected territories by furnishing medical supplies 
foodstuffs and clothes; 
2. Calls upon all Member States to participate to the 
greatest extent possible in this relief action; 
3. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
to undertake immediately the necessary measures; 
4. Urgently appeals to all countries concerned to give 
full assistance to the Secretary-General in the implementation 
of this task. 


NEARLY 50,000 HUNGARIAN REFUGEES IN AUSTRIA. 
Approximately 50,000 refugees have crossed the Austria: 
border from Hungary, it has now been established officially 
After a temporary let-up that coincided with the reoccupatior 
of the Hungarian border region by Russian troops, the strean 
of uprooted Hungarians seeking refuge in Austria continued 
almost unabated for another three weeks. The concerted 
efforts of all Austrian and many foreign charitable organi- 
zations have succeeded, however, in providing adequate 
care for the refugees from Austria’s strife-tom neighbor 
many of whome are already on their waytopermanent homes 
overseas. Meanwhile, Austria continued her nation wid: 
drive in aid of Hungary. The flow of contributions kept pace 
with a growing and pressing demand, and included blood 
donations, medical supplies, clothing, food and cash. Also, 
the situation was greatly relieved by the allocation of | 
substantial sums from abroad, notably from the UN and the 
United States. 


UN ALLOCATION FOR REFUGEES IN AUSTRIA. Following 
the Austrian-sponsored resolution recently adopted by the 
General Assembly in regard to assistance for refugees fron 
Hungary, the UN made a first allocation on November 13. 
Phillipe de Seynes, Undersecretary for Economic and Social 
Affairs, acting on behalf of Mr. Hammarskjold, handed a 
check for 500,000 dollars to Leopold Figl, Austrian Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, at a ceremony at UN Headquarters. 

The Austrian Government agreed to transmit this dona- 
tion to the Austrian Red Cross, which has announced that it 
will use it to aid Hungarian refugees now in Austria. 

According to a statement issued by the UN, this allo- 
cation to the Austrian Government represents a disbursement 
from the fund now being formed asa result of the General 
Assembly’s call upon Member Governments to participate 
in assisting Hungarian refugees. 
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AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT APPEALS FOR SOLIDARITY 
ON AID TO REFUGEES. Austrian Minister of the Interior 
Helmer has sent the following telegram in the name of the 
Austrian Government to the United Nations High Commis- 
ioner for Refugees at Geneva: 





hilft line - 


Journey to freedom for Hungarian children 





‘“*As a result of the latest political developments, tens 

f thousands men, women and children from Hungary have 
sought asylum in Austria. The Austrian Federal Government 
making every possible effort to provide speedy shelter 

| for these refugees. This situation confronts Austria with a 
lifficult new problem, not only as regards the care to be 
iven at the present moment but also that during the coming 
months. I urgently request that you bring this emergency 
situation to the attention of the governments who are mem- 
ers of the UNREF Executive Committee as well as others 
f the governments and the agencies concerned, and that 


you transmit the Federal Government’s request for assis- 
tance. Every kind of aid is needed in order to ensure worthy 
are and shelter-.for these persons during the coming winter 
At the same time, it 


months. is urgently requested that 








.. 


Vany wounded Hungarian refugees are being treated in 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Vienna hospitals. This picture shows the diagnosis 
bedded shrapnel’’ on the case board above the patient on 


the left. 


em- 


European nations provide temporary shelter at an early date 
to as many of these refugees as possible. The Federal 
Government appeals tothe sentiment of solidarity which has 
been shown so often in the past in the problem of aid for 
refugees.’’ 


AN ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE AUSTRIAN DEFENSE 
MINISTRY. According to an announcement by the Defense 
Ministry, up to Nov. 5 members of the Austrian Federal 
Army had interned 15 officers and 513 soldiers of the 
Hungarian army who had crossed the Austrian-Hungarian 
frontier. 

The following materials were taken into custody: 14 
light and 9 heavy machine guns, 88 machine pistols, 173 
rifles, one piece of artillery, 50 cases of artillery ammu- 
nition, one passenger automobile, 2 light and 13 heavy 
trucks as well as two horse-drawn vehicles. 


WORLD BANK PRESIDENT GOING TO VIENNA. Fugene 
Black, President of the World Bank, is expected in Vienna 
during the second half of November. He will be accompanied 
by Mr. Cope, head of the World Bank’s European Division. 
Mr. Black, who is visiting Austria for the first time, will 
confer with members of the Federal Government, in particular 
Finance Minister Kamitz, as well as with businessmen. The 
visit is of particular importance because Minister Kamitz 
declared in the Cabinet some time ago that, over and above 
the World Bank loans already granted for the expansion of 
her hydroelectric resources, Austria has an opportunity to 
obtain a loan for industrial investments. 


6.5 BILLION DOLLARS FOR INVESTMENTS SINCE 
WAR’S END. Since the end of World War Two, approximately 
6.5 billion dollars have been applied in Austria for invest- 
ment purposes. Investments by industry amount to 2 billion, 
one-fourth of which was used compensating for damage 
resulting from the war and from dismantling activities. The 
large-scale investments of the first post-war decade were 
also applied extensively for plant expansion and, to a 
small extent, for rationalization of operations. 


AUSTRIAN BOOK EXPORTS TOTAL FOUR MILLION 
DOLLARS. Of Austria’s 1500 publishing enterprises, some 
are only one-man efforts. There are 440, however, whose 
businesses are important locally, and 40 firms claim inter 
national repute. No less than 240 publishing companies have 
mushroomed since the last war. On the other hand, there are 
18 which have been publishing books for a century and more. 

Total production amounted to 4,159 titles in 1955, 
indicating an increase of 500 titles over the preceding year. 
Exports were valued at 4 million dollars and compared 
favorably with imports of some 3 million. The most important 
customer: Western Germany. Switzerland, Eastern Germany, 
France and the U.S., in that order, were next on the list. 
Fashion magazines were the biggest single item, followed 
by books on sociology, economics and statistical volumes. 
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AUSTRIAN EXPORTS CLOSE TO THE TWO-BILLION 
MARK. The outstanding feature of Austria’s foreign trade 
figures for September is the substantial increase in exports 
as compared with when a record figure of 1988 
million schillings reached. (According to current 
quotations, there are about 25 Austrian schillings to one 
U.S. dollar.) During the same period, imports were reduced 
to 1,975 million, as a result of which the country achieved 
its first favorable trade balance in two years. However, the 
surplus of exports over imports was a slight one, i.e. 13 
million Measured against August, the trade 
balance showed an improvement of 158 million schillings. 


August, 


was 


schillings. 


For several years there has been a tendency for exports 
to rise and imports to drop during the month of September, 
but this year the trend was particularly Striking. In the first 
nine months of the current year imports, in the amount of 
18.4 billion schillings, were 12 per cent higher than in the 
1955; exports, however, rose by 
24 per cent to 16.1 billion. As against last year, the deficit 
has been reduced from 3.4 to 2.3 billion schillings, so that 
the improvement amounts to 1.1 billion. 

This development is particularly welcome in that the 
increase in exports is attributable primarily to increased 
shipments abroad of finished and semi-finished products. 
In these categories, the improvement in the above-mentioned 
groups amounted to 66 million and 52 million schillings, 
respectively. The leading export items in which increases 
were registered were track vehicles, films, heating instal- 
lations, iron and steel, chemicals and wood. Exports were 
26 per cent higher than in September 1955, the increase in 
iron and steel exports amounting to 114 million schillings 
and that of wood to 48 million. On the import side, there 
were substantial shifts as compared with the preceding 
month. While purchases abroad of raw materials dropped 
by 59 million schillings and those of semi-finished products 
by 20 million, imports of finished articles rose by 42 million, 
Coal imports dropped by 17 million and those of iron and 
steel by 14 million; on the other hand, imports of passenger 
automobiles rose by 25 million and of wheat by 33 million 
schillings. 

Broken down on a regional basis, imports from the 
dollar area registered an 81l-million-schilling drop while 
those from the OFEC countries and Latin America increased 
by 39 and 24 million schillings, respectively. Imports from 
the European Coal and Steel Community showed a downward 
tendency. On the export side, there were substantial in- 
creases in relation to all territorial groups, especially the 
OEEC countries and to the member nations of the European 
Coal and Steel Community. 

As in the past, the following countries were the sup- 
pliers of the most important Austrian imports: Western 
Germany, accounting for 659 million schillings or 33 per 
cent; the United States, 242 million or 12 per cent; and 
Italy, 170 million or 9 per cent. Compared with the previous 
month, purchases from the United States decreased by 78 
million schillings, from Germany by 17 million and from 


corresponding period of 


Italy by 10 million. The principal buyers of Austrian exports 


were the following: Western Germany, the leading customer 
in the amount of 461 million or 23 per cent; Italy 321 millior, 
or 16 per cent; Switzerland, 130 million or 7 per cent; and 
the United States, 119 million, or 6 per cent. 

The quantitative index for imports dropped from 171 t 
167, while that for exports rose from 226 to 248. The 
development of price relationships in foreign trade was un- 
favorable as compared with August, the import-price index 
rose from 963 to 974, while that for export prices dropped 
from 793 to 777. 


250-MILLION. SCHILLING AUSTRIAN RAILROAD ELECTRI.- 
FICATION PROCEEDING. In connection with the opening 
of subscriptions to the 1956 Investment Loan, the proceeds 
of which are to be used, among other things, for electri- 
fication of the Austrian railroad network, a group of repre- 
sentatives of the press recently made an inspection trip to 
a number of construction sites on the (25-mile) stretch 
between Gloggnitz and Muerzzuschlag, where preparations 
for electrification are now under way. 

Electric-train service on the Southern Line between 
Vienna and Gloggnitz were started on September 29, 1956. 
Before electrification of the next section of the line, i.e. 
that between Gloggnitz and Muerzzuschlag, can be started, 
it will be necessary to reconstruct communication install- 
ations, to repair the tunnel masonry and to improve track 
facilities. 

In 1951, the Austrian Federal Railroads had already 
constructed a tunnel parallel to the old, double-track Sem- 
mering tunnel, this new tunnel having suitable clearance for 
overhead electrical operations. On the northern Semmering 
slope, however, there are 15 tunnels having a total length of 
15,000 ft., the masonry of which must be improved. 

Before electrical operations can get under way, 31 units 
on the northern slope and 9 on the southern slope, including 
the Jauern viaduct, have to be put in proper condition. 

The construction work in connection with the electri- 
fication program will make it possible to increase the 
maximum speed on the northern slope from 34 to 37 m.p.h. 
and on the southern slope from 44 to 46 m.p.h. 

In order to supply the new line with power, it will be 
necessary to construct a new power substation on the 
Semmering, this to be fed from the nearby Wiener Neustadt 
substation via a 110-kv transmission line. The traction 
current will be 15,000 volts. 

Barring any operational or economic interference with 
normal construction activities, the electrification of the 
Semmering stretch is expected to take at least two years. 
The total cost of the electrification program will amount to 
approximately 250 million schillings, half of which will be 
required for fixed installations and half for locomotives. 

As a result of the conversion to electrical operation, 
annual savings of nearly 50,000 tons of coal will be affected, 
which in turn will permit substantial economies in personnel, 
plant management and in maintenance of installations and 
rolling stock. 
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AUSTRIA TO PRODUCE ALUMINUM CURRENCY FOR 
INDONESIA. The Mint has received a new order from 
Indonesia for the manufacture of more than 100 tons of 
aluminum blanks for coins which are to be shipped to 
Djakarta via Hamburg for minting in Indonesia. 

The Austrian mint consumes a great amount of the most 
varied metals every year. For instance, approximately 30 
tons of silver are used annually for producing 25-schilling 
coins, Maria Theresa thalers, medals, plaquettes etc. Most 
f this silver is purchased abroad, since the amounts avail- 
ible domestically are too small. 

Gold ducats for Austria are coined in one-ducat and 
four-ducat denominations according to the amount of gold 
scrap available domestically. The Mint also coins gold 
ijucats as well as 100 and 20-crown coins and also 8 and 
4-gulden coins for foreign use, but only from foreign gold 
on a contract basis. 

The Mint also uses approximately 100 tons of aluminum 
for recoining small coins which are always required, i.e. 
the 2, 10 and 50-groschen units as well as the 1, 2 and 5- 
schilling coins. Smaller amounts of aluminum bronze and 
(approximately 10 to 20 tons) are processed into 
20 and 5-groschen coins. Approximately 10 tons of copper 
are used as alloy for silver coins and for bronze metals and 
plaquettes. 

Approximately 50 per cent of the Mint’s production this 
year is for foreign orders. The Mint currently employs some 
200° persons, as against 120-130 last year. The agency’s 
volume of business has also increased as compared with 
the previous year. 


Zinc 


AUSTRIAN SAVINGS BANKS ADMINISTER NEARLY 8.5 
MILLION SCHILLINGS’' WORTH OF DEPOSITS. Austrian 
savings banks play an extremely important economic role in 
their function as reservoirs of small-scale savings. These 
institutions constitute a compact network of 376 main 
offices and affiliates which, as of the end of 1955, admini- 
stered approximately 1,375,000 savings account books and 
154,000 savings-transfer accounts. As of the end of September 
1956, total deposits in the above-mentioned accounts 
amounted to 8.45 billion schillings (1 dollar is the equivalent 
of 25 schillings), 5.59 billion as savings deposits and 2.86 
billion as savings-transfer deposits. 

During the first half of 1956, deposits amounted to no 
less than 2.15 billion and disbursements to 1.37 billion; 
the corresponding figure for the entire year of 1955 were 
3.88 and 2.78 billion schillings, respectively. During the 
Same periods, 112,725 (224,462) new accounts were opened, 
as against 51,616 (84,685) which were closed out (figures 
in parentheses are for all of 1955- Ed.). In the first six 
months of 1956, the total number of individual deposit trans- 
actions was approximately 133,460, as against 597,600 
disbursement transactions; the corresponding figures for all 
of 1955 were 222,190 and 107,480, respectively. The fore- 
going figures support the assumption that account trans- 
actions for the current year will be considerably higher than 
last year. 





Austrian savings deposits were distributed as follows 
among the individual groups of banking institutions: 


(In Millions of (Average 
Schillings) Percentage) 
1953 1954 1955 1953 1954 1955 


Savings Banks 1,899 2,931 4,094 44 44 44 
Banks and Bankers 961 1,372 1,826 22 20 20 
Credit Cooperatives 1,029 1,694 2,429 24 26 26 
Others 428 666 938 10 10 10 

4,317 6,663 9,287 100 100 100 








The savings banks have channelled 4.1 billion schil- 
lings of their deposits to business, in the form of 184,000 
loans. Of the foregoing overall figure, 28,000 loans, in the 
amount of 1,067 million schillings, went for housing con- 
str uction and repair; 40,000 loans, amounting to 1,139 million 
schillings, went to small and large industry; 29,000 loans 
or 290 million, went to farmers; 64,000 loans, an-ounting to 
531 million, went to other sections of the economy and for 
private loans; 1,000 loans, in the amount of 481 million, 
were made to public agencies; 22,000 loans, totalling 583 
million schillings were made to commercial and transpor- 
tation enterprises. 


INCREASED IRON PRODUCTION IN AUSTRIA. Rolling-mill 
production, which amounted to 1,269,000 tons in 1955, is 
expected to reach a figure of 1,380,000 tons during the 
present year, an increase attributable mainly to a sharp rise 
in production during the third quarter. As compared with the 
second quarter, there has been a pronounced increase in the 
output of sheet iron (by 20 per cent) as well as of bar iron 
and profiles (by 9 per cent). The increased production has 
been distributed equally between domestic and foreign con- 
sumers. Domestic sheet-iron requirements will probably be 





Readers are invited to reprint or quote material from 
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met in their entirety. Increased output of rolled stock was 
made possible by a step-up in the production of intermediate 
materials. As a result of the entry into operation of new 
blast furnaces at Donawitz and Linz, pig iron production for 
the first nine months of 1956 amounted to 1,259,000 tons. 
Total pig iron production for 1956 is expected to be 1.7 
million tons, as against 1.5 million in 1955. A similar 
Situation applies in the case of raw steel, where the third 
converter at the VOeEST (United Austrian Iron and Steel 
Works) and the new oxygen installation at Donawitz have 
resulted in marked increases. The total raw steel production 
for 1956 is expected to exceed 2 million tons, as compared 
with 1,823,000 tons in 1955. 
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32. BILLION.-SCHILLING BUDGET FOR 1957. The regular 
Federal budget for 1957 provides for receipts in the amount 
of 30,351.9 million schillings or 4,316.2 million more than 
the amount estimated in the draft budget drawn up in 1956. 
(The Austrian Schilling is currently quoted at approximately 
25 to the dollar - Ed.). Disbursements for 1957 are set at 
31,211.9 million 3,967.7 more than in the 
previous year. Or the basis of the foregoing figures, there 
will be a deficit of 860 million schillings in the regular 
budget, i.e. 348.5 million less than in 1956. In addition to 
this deficit, there are the payments in the special budget 


schillings, or 


for which funds have not been allocated; these amount to a 
711.6 million (representing a decrease of 252.8 million, as 
compared with the preceding year), asa result of which the 
total budgetary deficit will amount to 1,571.6 million or 
601.3 million less than the corresponding figure for 1956. 

The estimate of receipts in the 1957 Federal budget 
is based on the assumption that Austria’s economic develop- 
ment will continue to upward trend during the 
coming year. Increased receipts are expected, among others, 
from public taxes, the Postal and Telegraphic System and 
from contributions to unemployment insurance. 


show an 


On the disbursement side, an increase by 4.3 billion to 
a total of 31.2 billion has been planned. The increase is 
accounted for in nearly equal proportions by personnel ex- 
penditures and outlay for supplies, the former being some- 
what over 2.2 billion higher than in 1956 and the latter 
billion higher. The increased expenditures for 
are attributable to the provisions for adjusting 
the salaries of civil servants as well as to the further 
development of the defense establishment and a number of 
staff increases which had necessary dumhg the 
present year. 


nearly 2.1 
personne] 


become 


Outlay for national defense is also the principal factor 
in the increase scheduled under Administrative Espenditure, 
one of the three categories of Expenditure for Supply. For 
installations, except where legal obligations are involved, 
the 1957 budget for the most part provides credit allocations 
only 70 per cent as high as those of the 1956 budget. How- 
ever, the total of credits for installations, amounting to more 
than 1.7 billion schillings, is 258 million higher than the 
1956 figure, because a more favorable level of receipts is 
expected from the increase in the petroleum tax (from 800 
to 975 million schillings) and this income is earmarked for 
highway construction. As compared with 1956, there will 


also be a 30 per cent reduction in expenditures for develop- 
ment. As against this reduction in outlay there is, however, 
also an increase in outlay in other directions: for instance, 
the milk-price subsidy is being increased by 380 millio: 
schillings (from 240 to 620 million), the price adjustment 
for bread cereals by 42 million and expenditures under th: 
Electricity Promotion Law by 72 million. Lastly, substantia] 
increases in expenditure are scheduled under the heading of 
credits, with the figures for expanded defense activity and 
improved benefits for war victims being 500 million and 140 
million schillings higher, respectively, 
ponding figures for 1955. 

The estimated budget for 1957 shows the followin; 
individual entries in the Receipts Column (in millions of 


than the corres- 


schillings: in parentheses, the changes as compared wit! 

the 1956 budget): 

Public Taxes, total 24,087 (+4,767 
of this, Direct Taxes 9,715 (+1,973 
Sales Tax, incl. Federal Surtax 7,560 (+1,860) 
Customs Duties 1,400 (+100) 
Tobacco and Government-controlled 

Monopoly Taxes . 1,205 f+ 2 
Other Consumer Taxes 1,567 (+237 
Fees and Transportation Taxes 2,510 (+561 

Unemployment Insurance Contributions 880 (+ 70 

Payments from Profits of Nationlized Enterprises 170 (+125 

Children’s Aid Contributions (Empl. Contrib) 1,900 (+370 

Family Welfare Fund 912 (+377 

Government-controlled Monopolies 763 (+ 53 

Postal System 2,285 (+198 

Federal Forests 438 (+ 74 

Railroads 4,611 (+ 45 


The most important items in the Disbursements column 
are the following (also compared with the figures for 1956): 


Pensions (under the Federal Administration) 1,970 (+177) 
Education 2,114 (+243 
Art 111 (- 4 
Unemployment Assistance 551 (-100 
War Victim Assistance 1,187 (+140 
Price Adjustment 1,302 (+430 
Child Welfare Fund 1,900 (+370) 
Family Welfare Fund 744 (+318 
Agriculture and Forests 562 (- 66) 
Highway Construction 975 (+415 
Building Construction 85 (- 36) 
Federal Housing and Settlement Fund 100 (+100) 
Housing Reconstruction Fund 100 (+100) 
National Defense 1,500 (+1,104) 
State Treaty 1,040 (-106) 
Monopolies 542 (+ 54) 
Postal Systems 2,457 (+105 
Railroads 5,922 (+217 


AUSTRIA’S FOREIGN POLICY 
THE ENGLISH TEXT OF MR. FIGL’S SECOND ADDRESS AT THE 11TH UN-GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


Mr. President! It is now almost ten years since Austria 
applied for admission to the United Nations. There can be 
no doubt that this long period of waiting was caused by the 
tensions between East and West, by the cold war whose 
fronts were spread across our country. A favorable constell- 
ation of the world political situation and the efforts of Aus- 
trian diplomacy to turn this to account finally made possible, 


after about 360 meetings had taken place in vain, the con 
clusion of the Austrian State Treaty and the reestablishment 
of a free and independent Austria. This event, so significant 


for our country, had also been taken as a symptom of re- 


laxation of tension between the two great powerblocs, 4 
relaxation which was, in the last analysis, the determinin; 


factor in the admission of Austria and other states to the 
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United Nations. After almost twenty years of isolation, it is 
now again possible for the country on the Danube to make 
its voice heard in the forum of world opinion, and to cooper- 
ite in the realization of the goals of this community of 
peoples. 

The long occupation to which our country had to sub- 
mit prompted us to reorient our foreign policy, and to 
formulate it with the utmost precision. During that period, 
it became clear to us that the reroval of foreign occupation 
troops from Austria would be achieved only in the wake of a 
general international softening of antagonisms. The recog- 
nition of this fundamental truth made it clear tous that two 
maxims would constitute the bases of the new Austrian 
foreign policy. 1): Our neutrality, which will keep us out of 
any sort of military alliance, 2): Intensive cooperation 
within the framework of the international community of 
states, with all the means at our disposal, for the main- 
tenance of peace. In the practical application, these prin- 
ciples mean permanent neutrality, and at the same time 
dedication to active international cooperation on the basis 
)f the Charter of fhe United Nations. 

The Austrian Parliament laid down these two principles 
in a solemn declaration last year, and its session of October 
26, 1955, establishedthe basic policy for our future relations 
with the rest of the world in a law in the Federal Consti- 
tution concerning Austria’s neutrality. 

Permit me, Mr. President, to examine these two funda- 
mental principles ofour foreignpolicy moreclosely. Austria’s 
neutrality consists in the obligation, never in the future to 
enter into any military alliances and not to permit the estab- 
lishment of military bases by foreign powers on her territory. 
The concept of Austrian neutrality does not include ideolo- 
gical ties. Neutrality binds the state, merely, and not the 
citizen. The right to free expression of opinion and freedom 
of the press are guaranteed in the Austrian Constitution, 
The Austrian people has given clear proof during the past 
ten years that the principles contained in the Declarationof 
Human Rights are to them not merely words, but are a 
binding obligation. 

Our permanent neutrality is not an international statute 
dictated to us from outside, it is a foreign policy chosen 
by the Austrian people in a free and self-reliant decision, 
Our neutrality is also not an end in itself, but a means to an 
end. This end, which was expressly adhered to in the 
Federal Constitutional law referred to, is the maintenance 
»f our independence and the inviolability of our territory. 
The corrolary. of neutrality is the will to maintain it and to 
defend it with all available means. Our neutrality is there- 
fore an armed neutrality. Should our freedombe attacked, we 
shall know how to defend Austria’s borders. Neutrality for 
us is dedication to law and justice, and rejection of force 
and violence. 

Participation and cooperation within the frame of the 
international community of states forms the second basic 
principle ofour foreign policy. The highest goal of the United 
Nations is the assurance and maintenance of world peace, 
and the elimination of disputes likely to lead to a breach of 


the peace. The United Nations has done valuable work in 

this field. It has achieved the localization of incidents in 

such a way that they have not kindled a world blaze. The 
stronger the authority of the United Nations becomes, the 
better it will be possible to preserve the peace of the world. 
In the field of the political, it is difficult to find a common 
denominator, to eliminate resentments held over from the 
past and, in spite of manifold common interests, to achieve 
concerted action. For this reason, the activity of the United 
Nations must be judged, not only in the light of results ob 
tained, but in a larger perspective, and from the standpoint 
of what the world situation might be today, if this forum 
had not been in existence. 

This year’s General Assembly of the United Nations 
takes place in a time significant to world history. Anxiety 
and fear of the demon of war have once again possessed the 
human race, and today the world looks to this community of 
nations, in which all its hopesare placed. Will it justify the 
confidence of the peoples of the earth, assure and preserve 
peace and order, bread and work? Time presses and we must 
have effective actions instead of ineffective words. 

Austria, situated as she is in the heart of Furope, has 
throughout her long history regarded it as her mission to 
mediate andconciliate. We have also done this only recently. 
The events in Hungary have led the Austrian Federal Govern- 
ment to appeal as early as October 28th to the Government 
of the Soviet Union to cooperate in ending hostilities and 
bloodshed. We have done this under strictest adherence to 
our neutrality. I should like to give special emphasis to this 
fact in view of allegations regarding arms shipments to 
Hungary. The Austrian Government has not found a single 
case of such shipments having crossed the Austrian border 
into Hungary. Such and similar allegations, from whichever 
side they may come, must therefore be rejected as unfounded. 

From the very beginning we have tried to render aid to 
Hungary and to fulfill our humanitarian neighborly duties. It 
was for this reason that the Austrian Delegation on November 
9th submitted a draft resolution under Article I Paragraph 3 
of the Charter, which was adopted by the General Assembly, 
to carry out through the United Nations a large scale relief 
program - medicine, food and clothing - for the Hungarian 
people. 

The readiness to help shown by the Austrian people, 
the readiness to help manifested by the whole world, may 
serve as a reminder to the conscience of statesmen that 
human beings are of good will, and that it is the task of 
those responsible to put this will into action. Nearly 50,000 
refugees from Hungary have already sought asylun in Austria 
and more are arriving daily. The forced migrations of peoples 
during the 20th century, which are to be ascribed to the 
suppression of the freedom of the individual and of whole 
peoples, certainly do not contribute to the honor and the 
good name of this so-called century of progress. 800,000 
refugees have crossed the Austrian borders since the end 
of the second world war, 130,000 of whom are still being 
cared for by the Austrian Federal Government in accordance 
with the Geneva Convention. For us Europeans the tragedies 
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of these poorest of the poor, who have lost their homestead, 
are very much alive in our memory. The suffering and want 
of these homeless people who, despairing of humanity, 
wandered along the highways, still weighs heavily upon us. 
And now thousands of human beings are again in flight into 
Austria. 

There is much eagerness to help, and I should like to 
thank the 
appeal to the members of this community of peoples to give 
shelter to these refugees suffering from want and hunger, 


United Nations for its effective support. I also 


to admit them without bureaucratic formalities, without first 
examining them for their various qualifications, and to heed 
if no other law butthat of humanity, and so to assistAustria 
in discharging her heavy burden. 

Austria is also giving great attention to events in other 
continents and hopes that all those responsible will trans- 
form the good intentions of this world forum into reality, 
will follow its counsel, and will subordinate their own 
interests to the interests of the whole. 

All the questions disturbing the world today can be 
solved if the principles of the Charter of the United Nations 
are transformed into action, if human rights are respected, 
and if the right of self-determination is really granted to the 
people. Problems of a local character between single states 
should be settled by agreements in the spirit of the United 
Nations. Such agreements, if they are observed in content 
and in spirit, will contribute to peace and will promote good 
relations among neighbors. Ky no means the least of the 


questions in this context is the question of minorities. 

The present age has been called the age of atomi 
energy. There can be no doubt that the release of the power 
of the atom contains dangers. Fortunately, in recent month 
it was possible to effect measures within the framework of 
the United Nations, which guarantee the peaceful use of 
this tremendous energy. Please be assured that Austria wil! 
participate actively in these efforts, and also that Austria 
is prepared, in the spirit of the decision made by the inter- 
national atomic conference in October of this year, t 
facilitate in every way the establishment of the seat of the 
future International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna. 

Mr. President, on Human Rights Day, the Vienna 
Philharmonic Orchestra, one of the oldest orchestras of the 
world, will give a concert in this hall. With this concert, 
Austria will give expression to her solidarity with ths 
United Nations, and we consider ourselves fortunate in 
giving voice to our svecial language in this hall of peace. 
Music binds peoples together. May the harmony of the 
orchestra serve as a symbol and a guiding rule for actior 
for the representatives of peoples who here represent the 
world. No single instrument, but all together produce the 
unity, the harmony. 

May the representatives of peoples in the United Nation: 
also speak a language with a sense of justice for all, and 
may the great powers of this community be mindful that 
true harmony is realized only when all work together, and 
that only wuus can a peaceful woriu Ve Duilt. 
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